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Thank You Chapters for Another 
Record-Breaking Year!

We have a WINNER!

As we finish another 
year of habitat work 
here at PF/QF, it’s 
nice to take a moment 
and look back at our 
accomplishments and 
reflect. Our volunteers 
are the best out there at 
delivering our mission. 
Whether working on 
habitat, legislative action 

or youth programs, for almost 35 years we have 
delivered those three things in spades. But what 
if all of our hard work was for nothing? What if 
we don’t educate the next generation to care about 
conservation? It’s not hard to guess – all of our hard 
work on the landscape would just fade away over 
time. We need to continue cultivating the next 
generation of land stewards and hunters.
 This year we set yet another milestone thanks 
to our outstanding volunteers. You hosted 2,570 
youth events nationally that involved 147,588 

youth. That also included 46,608 adults. In 
the past you worked with 73,898 kids at 1,373 
events, so you can see how your dedication and 
hard work paid off. We are also grateful to have 
such a talented staff helping chapters host youth 
events. Their passion and dedication is second to 
none. Through the Event Report Forms collected 
this year, you reported hosting mentored hunts, 
pollinator and habitat projects, field days and 
shooting sports events. The diversity and creativity 
of those events is what continues to impress 
our staff. We are blessed to have the very best 
volunteers in America. In total we had 26,433 
volunteers step forward and help at these youth 
events. Thank you for helping pass on our legacy 
to the future caretakers of conservation.
 We use the events you report to update our 
corporate partners and sponsors, who at the end 
of the day want to know how partnering with 
PF/QF will deliver their vision. Local chapters 
should do the same thing. Let everyone know 
about our successes. 
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By John Lindquist, Outdoor Skills National Coordinator

THANK YOU 
For Your Generosity!

This was our first year of offering chapters a chance to contribute to a No Child Left Indoors 
Fund and receive a gun or guns for their donations. This offer was made in addition to the 
Legislative Action Fund request. There were 124 chapters from 18 states that contributed a 
total of $235,500 to help fund our national and local youth program efforts. THANK YOU 
from the Education & Outreach Team!
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a break, they will have a better chance of being 
successful later on.

4. Have visual aids! Leading the bird is sometimes a 
hard concept for new or young shooters to grasp. 
Each person visualizes lead differently so by having 
a clay target handy, the student can point out 
where they are aiming the firearm when they pull 
the trigger. You can then suggest that they either 
increase or decrease the distance between the end 
of the firearm and the bird.

5. Most importantly! Praise, Praise, Praise! For some 
new shooters success can be just pulling the trigger! 
Make sure to give plenty of positive reinforcement!

Shooting sports are one of the fastest growing 
sports today. With a little help and encouragement, 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever chapters can 
help continue to grow the number of new participants 
to this exciting sport!

For more information about TAB-K, event flyers, 
participant waivers and insurance coverage for 
chapters, click on the Education and Outreach Folder 
on the Pheasants Forever Chapter Document Page.

CHAPTER NEWS

By Brandon Wilmoth
Kansas Outreach 
Coordinator
620-230-0929
bwilmoth@
pheasantsforever.org

Tips for Your Chapter’s 
Next Fun Shoot! 

With summer events in full 
swing, many Quail Forever 
and Pheasants Forever chap-
ters around the country are 

hosting fun shoots to introduce new participants to 
the action-filled sport of shooting! Here are five tips 
to help make your next fun shoot a success!

1. Safety first! Make sure to have a safety talk/
demonstration before participants are even allowed 
to touch the firearms. Stress the four rules of firearms 
safety (TAB-K)! With new and inexperienced 
shooters, keep a 1:1 ratio of shooters to mentors to 
insure safe practices are always being enforced.

2. If you need to re-adjust a shooter’s position, 
always ask permission first before touching him 
or her. Some people may be caught off guard or 
uncomfortable with being touched.

3. Keep it short! Have new shooters only shoot 3-4 
times before giving them a break even if they aren’t 
breaking the target. If they keep shooting for 15 
shots in a row and don’t break a target, they will 
be both exhausted and frustrated. If you give them 

teams. The first shoot brought together 190 male and 
female Kansans to compete.
 This is only the beginning. We’re looking forward 
to helping Kansas teams/schools grow the sport and 
also encourage our chapters to open up to their local 
high school sporting club to become part of our PF/
QF network. It’s a mutually beneficial arrangement.
 Additionally, the Kansas team and I have some 
fresh ideas for our pollinator events, both to improve 
them and improve their ease of execution. Be on the 
lookout for updates in the near future.

By Katie Kauzlarich
Illinois Outreach 
Coordinator
309-264-1678
kkauzlarich@
pheasantsforever.org

Kansas Volunteers 
Work for the Greater Good

What can I say other than how excited I am with 
the way Kansas Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
continue to amaze me on how well they work for the 
greater good. As I become more familiar with each 
chapter, I’m inspired by their stories of the myriad of 
ways they’re fulfilling our mission.
 The youth shoots this spring and summer have 
been great to witness. The joy on the kids’ faces is a 
privilege to see and I’m honored to know we have so 
many helping pass on to new generations our love of 
the sport. In fact, just the other day we had a family 
from Australia stop by to try out the art of shooting 
sports. In Australia, you have to have a permit for a 
pellet gun. They were thrilled in our country to have 
the opportunity to try shooting. They broke several 
clays and even the mother was in on the shoot. I know 
they returned to Australia regaling their friends with 
stories of their experience with PF/QF. It was a great 
day for the family and our volunteers.
 We have new chances to introduce shooting sports 
to Kansas students. The Kansas High School Athletic 
Association has recognized trap shooting as a varsity 
sport and in its first year, 19 local schools fielded 

http://pheasantsforever.org/getdoc/2f1ac3ee-28b3-438a-971b-97eaa9073477/Document-Center.aspx
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CHAPTER NEWS

By Bill Fischer
Michigan Outreach 
Coordinator
989-395-5945
bfischer@
pheasantsforever.org

Michigan Chapters Introduce 
Pollinators to Youth

The Washtenaw County Chapter has had a booth at 
the Crosswinds Marsh County Park the past two out 
of three years. Each year they do something different 
to engage youth. This year the project was pollinator 
seed balls. The chapter explained the importance of 
pollinators to pheasant chicks and butterflies while 
the youth were making the seed balls to take home 
and plant in their yard. Thank you Julie Griswold, 
Gretchen and Steve Schneider, Mark Griffith, Anita 
Harington and Merle and Becky Merriam.                                                                      

The Oakland County Chapter organized two 
pollinator projects at Glengary Elementary and Mary 
Helen Guest Elementary schools, and tilled a small 
plot of land at each school. Students were instructed by 
Chapter President Rob Goodman as to why pollinators 
are important to pheasant chicks and butterflies. He 
asked the students if they could name pollinators and 
pheasant predators. Then the students were instructed 
by the Chapter Youth Chairman Fred Dore on how the 
planting of the pollinator plots were to be done. The 
students planted the pollinator seeds and then lined up 
to hold a three-day-old pheasant chick. Many students 
had never seen a pheasant chick. Four hundred 
elementary students were introduced to pollinators 
and Pheasants Forever. Thank you Fred Dore, Donna 
Mc Whirter, Rob Goodman, Michael Heydel, Clay 
Otoni, Brad Brunken, and Dan McMaster.

The Bay/Midland Chapter organized a pollinator 
project with the Trinity Lutheran School in Bay 
County on private land. Youth Chairman Jeff Sugden 
prepared the ¾-acre pollinator plot for planting. Forty 
students learned why this habitat is important to bees 
and pheasants. The students had fun planting the seeds 
and enjoyed lunch on a beautiful day. The chapter 
received grants from the Youth Pollinator Habitat 
Program to help cover the cost of their project. They 
have another pollinator plot planned for Midland 
County in the fall. Thank you Principal Phil Hafner, 
8th Grade Teacher Steve Towne, Intermediate Teacher 
Nancy Kleinke, Land Owner Art Joipke, Grillmaster 
Mark Hayes, and Chapter Member Dick Blumer.  

Oakland County Chapter President Rob Goodman 
with students after planting a pollinator plot.

Washtenaw Chapter members explain how to make a 
pollinator seed ball.

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the Winner of the 2015-16 National Youth 
Leadership Council “Winner’s Choice Raffle”

RED RIVER VALLEY PF CHAPTER
North Dakota/Minnesota - Brian Nelson, President

PF/QF President and CEO Howard Vincent 
drew the winning ticket at the summer 
meeting of the National Youth Leadership 
Council in Centennial, Wyoming. Thank 
you to all chapters and individuals who 
helped support this group of young 
conservation leaders by buying tickets.

Bay/Midland Chapter

mailto:bfischer@pheasantsforever.org
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL

National Youth Leadership Council 
Celebrates 10 Years

In 2006, the first Pheasants Forever National Youth 
Leadership Council (NYLC) was formed with 19 
members from the pheasant country range. A few 
years later, youth members were added from quail 
country. These young people are ages 13 to 18 and are 
tasked with being spokespersons for their age group 
for hunting and conservation. They also serve as role 
models of young people who enjoy the outdoors and 
such activities as hunting, fishing, camping, shooting. 

Since its inception, the NYLC has helped develop 
more than 60 young leaders to be conservation 
citizens, support the mission of PF and QF and 
encourage other young people to enjoy the outdoors. 
Thank you to all of the chapters who have nominated 
and helped support representatives on the Council!  
For some of the chapters, these leaders have served 
as officers. For others they have helped with youth 
events and worked alongside adult volunteers. They 
have led activities in the Youth Village at Pheasant 
Fest & Quail Classic, lobbied in Washington, DC, 
visited with state legislators, appeared on radio and 
television, written magazine articles, started shooting 
teams, hosted community youth habitat projects and 
been active in their communities.

Some of those young leaders you have supported 
are now college graduates, employed and even starting 
families. Many have stayed in touch and are now giving 
back to their communities. One member has made an 
annual donation to the NYLC since he graduated. 

These young adults are the future of our organization 
and the hope of our country to preserve the hunting 
traditions we cherish and protect the natural resources 
we hold so dear. 

If your chapter would like to nominate a young 
person age 13-16 for this prestigious group, please 
contact Rich Wissink at rwissink@pheasantsforever.org 
or call him at 715-431-0814.

By Cheryl Riley
Vice President 
of Education & 
Outreach
651-209-4975
criley@
pheasantsforever.org

Six seniors graduated from the National Youth Leader-
ship Council this year. They were supported by their 
local chapters – thank you to those chapters for 
investing in these young leaders. Pictured front row: 
Shawna Pantzke from Fargo, ND, and the Dakota East 
Central PF Chapter; Kayla Gadeken from Seward, NE, 
and the Seward County PF Chapter; Alison Fen-
ske from Huron, SD, and the Heartland Region PF 
chapter. Back row: Triston Ihrke from Roberts, IL, and 
the Illinois Pioneer PF Chapter; Derek Damman from 
Newton, IA, and the Jasper County PF Chapter. Not 
pictured is Will Kordenbrock from Williamston, MI, 
and the Ingham County PF Chapter.
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL

By Drew Larsen
Habitat Education 
National 
Coordinator
308-293-1194
dlarsen@
pheasantsforever.org

 The Youth Pollinator Habitat 
Program is made possible thanks to 
the generous financial contributions 
from DuPont Pioneer, Minnesota 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Trust Fund, Nebraska Environmental 
Trust, Bayer Bee Care and Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund. 
 Pheasants Forever’s Youth 
Pollinator Habitat Program provides 
tools, training and financial assistance 
for chapters to engage youth, families 
and local communities in establishing 
pollinator habitat projects. The 
objectives of this program are to educate 
youth on the importance of pollinators 
and pollinator habitat as well as establishing 
quality pollinator habitat projects. 
 Grant funding is still available and is 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Chapters interested in applying for a 
“Youth Pollinator Habitat Program” grant 
are encouraged to visit www.pfqfhabitated.
blogspot.com to download applications. You 
can also find updates on the program and 
follow us on social media (@pfqfhabitated). 
All questions concerning Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever’s Youth Pollinator Habitat 
Program should be directed to Drew Larsen.

Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever’s Youth Pollinator 
Habitat Program continues to grow thanks to the 
dedication of our chapter volunteers. At the time this 
article is being written, Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever chapters across the country have reported 56 
Youth Pollinator Habitat Projects that were established 
this spring. Over 4,000 participants have helped 
establish 125 acres of critical pollinator habitat that, 
in addition to pollinators, will benefit pheasants, quail 
and other wildlife. 
 One of the many highlights occurred at the Scandia 
City Park project in Minnesota where all project 
participants were given a post event survey. They were 
asked how likely they were to plant wildflowers and/or 
native grasses at their home. After attending the pollinator 
event, over 80% of participants said they would be 
extremely likely or very likely to plant wildflowers and/
or native grasses at their home! One of the major goals 
of the program is to influence participants to plant 
native wildflowers on their own property after attending 
one of our pollinator events. It appears we were able to 
accomplish this goal in Scandia! 
 The staff at Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
would like to thank all the chapters involved in a 
project for your valuable time and effort completing 
successful Youth Pollinator Habitat Projects this 
spring. None of these results would be possible 
without your passion and dedication to educate the 
next generation. THANK YOU! 

BUSY AS BEES
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever Chapters Establish 

Pollinator Habitat Projects this Spring

Youth plant a pollinator plot in the Scandia City Park in Scandia, Minnesota.

mailto:dlarsen@pheasantsforever.org
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL

It Takes a Village of Nimrods 
to Raise a Nimrod

(PF/QF), the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the North American Versatile Hunting 
Dog Association (NAVHDA). A total of 106 people 
attended the workshop. They were provided best 
practices for hosting a variety of events and left with 
a “village” of new friends and partners that will make 
delivery of outreach programs easier and more fun. If 
your chapter is looking to grow and/or reinvigorate 
itself, you should consider sending several interested 
volunteers to a Focus on Forever Workshop. Watch for 
the announcement of the 2017 workshop in upcoming 
NCLI newsletters. Thanks for all you do as PF/QF 
volunteers . . . you really are making a difference.

The 2016 Focus on Forever Training Workshop is 
history and participating volunteers are already using 
their knowledge, experience and new partnerships to 
share our outdoor traditions and hunting heritage 
with folks from their local communities. The 2016 
workshop was held May 13 – 15 at the YMCA of the 
Ozarks near Potosi, Missouri. According to Webster, 
the word Nimrod is defined as a “mighty hunter.” 
The theme for the workshop, It Takes a Village of 
Nimrods to Raise a Nimrod, was meant to inspire 
a cooperative approach to recruiting, retaining and 
reactivating (R3) hunting conservationists. The event 
was sponsored by Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever 

By Rich Wissink, 
Director of 
Youth Programs
715-431-0814 cell
rwissink@
pheasantsforever.org

TOP LEFT: Participants learned how to do a youth habitat project in their community. BOTTOM LEFT: NWTF taught 
the basics of turkey hunting. BOTTOM RIGHT: An always popular class at FOF is Wingshooting.

Chapter Binders are Coming, 
Chapter Binders are Coming! 

PF/QF Regional Representatives across the country are 
starting to plan district meetings and deliver the annual 
“Chapter Binder” that provides an incredible amount of 
information. Make certain you take a look at the Education 
& Outreach section. There is some great information that 
will help your chapter deliver our mission.

The Education and Outreach Team is excited to 
introduce two new guides: Guide to Hosting a Learn-
to-Upland Bird Hunt and Guide to Hosting a Pollinator 
Habitat Project. These are the first of our planned 
guide series that help chapters provide a pathway of 
events to recruit, retain and reactivate hunters who 
care about wildlife conservation. 

In addition, you will find a Shooting for a 
Partnership Agreement that helps build a mutually 
beneficial relationship between chapters and shooting 
teams plus information regarding our Pollinator 
Habitat Program. Pollinator habitat projects are a 
great way to engage local communities in the core of 
our mission – wildlife habitat.

Finally, did you know your chapter can now report 
your outreach event right from the PF/QF websites? 
Yep . . . you can. Directions for doing so are in your 
chapter binder. 

Let us know how the Education & Outreach team 
can help your chapter grow stronger! 


